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THE  PARK 

Lake  Le-Aqua-Na  State  Park  is  in  Stephenson 
County,  6  miles  south  of  the  Illinois-Wisconsin 
state  line  and  3  miles  north  of  Lena,  Illinois.  The 
715-acre  park's  prominent  feature  is  the  lake, 
along  with  a  variety  of  recreational  activities. 
Land  acquisitions  began  in  1948;  the  park  was 
dedicated  in  1958. 

The  name,  Le-Aqua-Na,  is  derived  from  the  near¬ 
by  town  of  Lena  and  aqua,  the  Latin  word  for 
water.  The  Stephenson  County  Sportsman's  Club, 
one  of  the  various  groups  sponsoring  the  park, 
conducted  the  contest  that  resulted  in  naming 
the  park. 


THE  NATURAL  SCENE 

Lake  Le-Aqua-Na  State  Park  is  situated  on  the 
glaciated  plain  adjacent  to  the  unglaciated  area 
of  northwestern  Illinois  which  includes  Apple 
River  Canyon  State  Park. 

Le-Aqua-Na  is  not  the  first  lake  in  the  vicinity. 
According  to  findings  made  by  the  Illinois  State 
Geological  Survey,  there  was  a  srpall  glacial  lake 
in  the  valley  of  Waddams  Creek,  the  principal 
source  of  the  present  lake's  water,  about  20,000 
years  ago.  Only  a  few  scattered  deposits  of  silt 
and  gravel  in  the  valley  indicate  the  location  of 
the  former  lake,  which  was  formed  by  the  dam¬ 
ming  of  the  creek  by  glacial  ice  a  few  miles  to 
the  east. 

Roadcuts  near  the  park  entrance  and  to  the  north 
of  it  contain  excellent  examples  of  glacial  till 
with  many  varities  of  igneous  rocks  foreign  to 
Illinois.  Their  source  is  probably  Wisconsin, 
Michigan  or  Canada. 


The  area  has  retained  much  of  its  original  beauty 
and  natural  interests  with  an  abundant  tree  popu¬ 
lation  of  oak,  hickory,  walnut,  butternut  and  other 
hardwoods  along  with  large  tracts  of  pine  planta¬ 
tion.  Wild  flowers  are  prevalent,  particularly  in 
the  spring.  All  small  animals  common  in  northern 
Illinois  live  in  the  park.  Deer  are  frequently 
sighted,  but  the  unique  mammal  found  in  the  park 
is  the  badger. 


THE  LAKE 

In  1955,  the  Illinois  park  system  added  7  new 
areas  formerly  under  the  Division  of  Fisheries  as 
part  of  a  state-wide  lake  development  program. 
One  of  these  was  Lake  Le-Aqua-Na  where  con¬ 
struction  was  started  on  a  43-acre  lake  and  com¬ 
pleted  early  in  1956.  The  lake  ranges  from  450 
to  650  feet  in  width  and  drains  over  2,000  acres. 
The  maximum  depth  is  26  feet  with  over  a  mile 
of  shoreline.  An  emergency  spillway  at  the  north 
end  of  the  dam  prevents  flooding.  Maximum  level 
of  the  lake  is  controlled  by  a  concrete  box-type 
drop-inlet  spillway.  The  lake  was  opened  to  fish¬ 
ing  in  1957.  It  was  drained  in  1972  to  remove 
undesirable  fish  and  was  later  restocked. 

HISTORY 

Black  Hawk  War:  Three  engagements  of  the  Black 
Hawk  War  occurred  within  a  few  miles  from  the 


park  and  a  minor  skirmish  touched  the  present 
area  of  the  park. 

White  settlers  in  northern  Illinois  were  losing 
horses  to  roving  bands  of  Indians  during  the  war. 
On  June  18,  1832,  rangers  under  Captain  J.  W. 
Stephenson,  son  of  Colonel  Benjamin  Stephenson 
after  whom  the  county  is  named,  started  out  from 
Galena  to  recover  some  40  stolen  horses.  At  this 
time  of  the  year  the  prairie  grass  was  high  and 
they  soon  found  the  Indian  trail. 

Near  Waddams  Grove  they  caught  sight  of  the 
Indians  and  chased  them  across  the  creek  where 
Lake  Le-Aqua-Na  now  lies.  About  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  east  of  the  park,  Stephenson's  men 
caught  up  with  the  Indians,  who  hid  in  the  under¬ 
brush. 

The  rangers  dismounted  and  Stephenson  and  a 
dozen  men  charged  the  thicket  several  times. 
Three  men  were  killed  and  Captain  Stephenson 
so  severely  wounded  that  the  siege  was  aban¬ 
doned. 
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Black  Hawk  Retreats:  Two  more  engagements 
were  fought  in  June  about  a  dozen  miles  south¬ 
west  of  the  park  at  Kellogg's  Grove. 

Before  troop  reinforcements  came  from  Dixon, 
the  Indians  withdrew,  returning  to  the  main  en¬ 
campment  of  Black  Hawk's  party  in  Wisconsin. 
By  that  time  Indian  scouts  had  reported  that  a 
large  army  was  on  the  march,  and  the  rest  of 
Black  Hawk's  ''campaign''  was  devoted  to  escap¬ 
ing  across  Wisconsin  to  Iowa  with  the  women 
and  children  who  had  followed  him  to  Illinois  in 
the  spring. 

The  independent  Spy  Corps  of  Captain  Joseph  M. 
Early  was  ordered  on  June  25  from  Dixon  on  an 
all-night  march  to  Kellogg's  Grove  and  shortly 
after  sunrise  a  member  of  the  Corps,  Abraham 
Lincoln,  helped  bury  the  dead. 

First  Permanent  Settlement:  The  year  after  the 
Black  Hawk  War,  William  Waddams,  the  first 
permanent  settler  in  the  county,  made  his  home 
just  to  the  west  of  the  park.  This  home  still 
stands  and  for  years  the  road  in  front  of  the 
home  was  the  principal  east-west  highway  across 
northern  Illinois.  A  small  community  grew  up 
here  and  extended  east  into  the  park  area. 


FACILITIES 

Picnicking:  Picnic  areas  are  scattered  throughout 
the  area  in  shady  spots  off  the  road  with  adjacent 
parking  areas.  The  playground  is  located  at  the 
west  end  of  the  park.  A  rustic  shelter  overlooks 
the  lake. 

Camping:  For  tent  and  trailer  camping  there  is 
drinking  water,  electricity,  a  modern  utility  build¬ 
ing  with  showers  and  flush  toilets  and  a  sanitary 
station  for  trailers.  A  group  camping  area  is  also 
available;  groups  of  over  25  persons  must  have 
advance  permission  to  enter  the  park.  All  camp¬ 
ers  need  to  obtain  a  permit  from  the  park  staff. 

Fishing  and  Boating:  The  lake  is  stocked  with 
largemouth  bass,  bluegill,  redear  sunfish  and 
channel  catfish.  There  is  a  launching  ramp  and 
docks  for  private  or  rental  boats.  Only  electric 
motors  are  allowed. 

Interpretation  Programs:  A  park  interpreter  con¬ 
ducts  free  summer  recreation  programs  in  the 
park. 

Trails:  Extensive  foot  and  bridle  trails  are  popular. 
Hikers  use  the  park  particularly  for  nature  studies, 
bird  watching  and  photography. 


Winter  Sports:  Ice-skating  and  ice  fishing  are  al¬ 
lowed  if  the  ice  is  thick  enough.  There  is  also 
sledding  in  the  park. 

Concession  Stand:  Near  the  lake,  the  stand  has 
food,  bait  and  boat  rentals. 


FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION  .  .  . 

Admittance  will  not  be  granted  groups  of  25  or 
more  persons  to  any  state  park  or  conservation 
area  unless  permission  from  the  park  ranger  has 
been  secured  to  use  the  facilities.  It  is  also  re¬ 
quired  that  groups  of  minors  have  adequate 
supervision  and  that  at  least  one  responsible  adult 
accompany  each  group  not  exceeding  15  minors. 
All  pets  must  be  on  a  leash. 

I 

Numerous  state  parks  and  memorials  are  within 
easy  access  of  every  part  of  the  state.  Lodges, 
cabins  and  dining  rooms  are  important  features 
of  Illinois  Beach,  Starved  Rock,  Pere  Marquette, 
White  Pines  Forest  and  Giant  City.  Reservations 
for  lodging  should  be  made  with  lodge  managers. 

All  state  parks  are  open  the  year  round.  When 
weather  conditions  necessitate  the  closing  of 
park  roads  during  freezing  and  thawing  periods, 
access  to  park  facilities  is  by  foot  only. 

For  more  details,  contact  Ranger,  RR  2,  Lena, 
61048,  phone  815/369-4282.  For  information 
on  other  Illinois  sites,  write  the  Department 
of  Conservation,  Information/Education  Section, 
State  Office  Building,  Springfield,  62706. 
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